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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS FRANCIS
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2018

\T ogether with young people, let us bring the Gospel to all

Dear young people, I would like to reflect with you on the mission
that we have received from Christ. In speaking to you, I also address
all Christians who live out in the Church the adventure of their life
as children of God. What leads me to speak to everyone through this
conversation with you is the certainty that the Christian faith
remains ever young when it is open to the mission that Christ
entrusts to us.
Life is a mission

Every man and woman is a mission; that is the reason for our life
on this earth. To be attracted and to be sent are two movements that
our hearts, especially when we are young, feel as interior forces of
love; they hold out promise for our future and they give direction to
our lives. More than anyone else, young people feel the power of life
breaking in upon us and attracting us. To live out joyfully our
responsibility for the world is a great challenge. I am well aware of
lights and shadows of youth; when I think back to my youth and my
family, I remember the strength of my hope for a better future. The
fact that we are not in this world by our own choice makes us sense
that there is an initiative that precedes us and makes us exist. Each
one of us is called to reflect on this fact: “I am a mission on this
Earth; that is the reason why I am here in this world” (Evangelii Gaud-
ium, 273).

We proclaim Jesus Christ

The Church, by proclaiming what she freely received (cf. Mt 10:8;

Acts 3:6), can share with you young people the way and truth which

WORD SEARCH

The LORD was PLEASED to CRUSH him in INFIRMITY.

If he gives his LIFE as an OFFERING for sin,
he shall see his DESCENDANTS in a long life,
and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.

Because of his AFFLICTION he shall see the LIGHT in FULLNESS of days;

through his SUFFERING, my SERVANT shall JUSTIFY many,
and their GUILT he shall bear. (IS 53:10-11)

WORD LIST
AFFLICTION GUILT LIGHT SERVANT
CRUSH INFIRMITY LORD SUFFERING
DESCENDANTS  JUSTIFY OFFERING
FULLNESS LIFE PLEASED

give meaning to our life on this earth. Jesus Christ, who died and
rose for us, appeals to our freedom and challenges us to seek, discov-
er and proclaim this message of truth and fulfilment. Dear young
people, do not be afraid of Christ and his Church! For there we find
the treasure that fills life with joy. ------

Bearing witness to love
I am grateful to all those ecclesial groups that make it possible for
you to have a personal encounter with Christ living in his Church:
parishes, associations, movements, religious communities, and the
varied expressions of missionary service. How many young people
find in missionary volunteer work a way of serving the “least” of our
brothers and sisters (cf. Mt 25:40), promoting human dignity and
witnessing to the joy of love and of being Christians! These ecclesial
experiences educate and train young people not only for professional
success, but also for developing and fostering their God-given gifts
in order better to serve others. These praiseworthy forms of tempo-
rary missionary service are a fruitful beginning and, through
vocational discernment, they can help you to decide to make a

complete gift of yourselves as missionaries. ------

“Never think that you have nothing to offer, or that nobody needs
you. Many people need you. Think about it! Each of you, think in
your heart: many people need me” (Meeting with Young People, Maipu
Shrine, 17 January 2018).
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